
Blisworth Play Reading Group 
The Group meets first Wednesday morning in each month. 

Our next meeting will be Wed 6th Sept, when we shall hope 

to finish the play we began in July (that’s really prolonging 

the suspense!). We will then meet again on Wed 4th Oct. 

Over the year we will be reading a bit of everything: 

classics, pantomime, farce, Agatha Christie and even 60’s 

Radio Comedy Scripts. If you would like to come along and 

join us, you would be most welcome. For further details, 

please phone Dick Hennessy on 858602. 

Notes from the Chairman…… 
 

The last few months have been extremely busy, productive 

and exciting for the Village: 
 

ACRE Best Village Award 
Blisworth won Best Medium Village, and then Best Overall 

Village in Northamptonshire! The prize money is £1,000. 
 

Suggestion boxes will be placed around the village, which I 

hope you will use to put forward ideas on how best to spend 

the winnings on a Village Project. 
 

Congratulations to everyone who worked so hard to achieve 

this wonderful result. The Village sign will be updated with 

2017 joining 2012. 
 

CPRE Litter Award 
This was followed by Blisworth being awarded runner up in 

the CPRE Litter Heroes award, for Services to the 

Community. The prize is £150. This will help launch 

Blisworth's own Litter Campaign. 
 

Many thanks to everyone who took part in this project. 
 

The Cups and Awards are now on display in a cabinet in the 

Village Hall. 
 

SRC 
The Village walk around both of the proposed sites was 

attended by around 400 people. The weather was sunny, the 

countryside was incredibly beautiful emphasising how 

dreadful it would be if this land is lost to development. 
 

Pollution 
Pollution comes in many forms. SRC has requested that 

Blisworth PC become active in this Campaign, the response 

from members of the PC to give help was unanimous! 
 

Potholes 

The Parish Council are doing all they can to get the potholes 

repaired but unfortunately it is a national problem. 
 

Football Club Fun Day 

A very successful day and a good start to their project to 

improve the facilities. 
 

The Canal Festival 
The Festival was a great success! The weather stayed fine, 

there was a lot see and do and everyone appeared to be 

enjoying the event. 
 

As I sat in my open garden, a very young girl came up to me 

to thank me for letting her see the flowers. I think this 

summed up how many of the visitors felt. Several expressed 

how fortunate everyone is to be living in such an active and 

united Village as Blisworth. 
 

June Hawkins.  Chairman Blisworth Parish Council 

Round and  
About 

www.blisworthvillage.org. 
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Blisworth Pre School 
Pre school is open Monday - Friday term time. A few 

spaces remaining for this school year. Book now to ensure a 

place for your child for 2017/2018. Contact Pam on 

07803662433 for further information or to arrange a visit 

Blisworth Art and Craft Group 

Members worked so hard to produce a wonderfully 

successful ‘Picasso Pantry & Art Gallery’ at the Canal 

Festival. “The food and the service were excellent and in 

such a friendly, happy atmosphere too” ....  “A brilliant 

exhibition”. Just a couple of the many comments received 

that says it all. Many thanks to everyone.’ 
 

‘Some members are now working hard to produce a body of 

work for the South Northants Art Trail. Blisworth Artists 

will be exhibiting in our Parish Church for the third year 

running as part of the Art Trail Festival that will involve 

over 60 Artists in 15 venues in the south of the County. 

From September you will be able to pick up a free brochure 

available around the village that will contain a map locating 

venues and highlighting participating Artists. 
 

Last year the event attracted over 600 visitors to Blisworth. 

Again they will be able to talk to the Artists and enjoy some 

interesting demos/workshops........and....... enjoy homemade 

refreshments. Entry is free of course. 
 

It will all be happening: Saturday 7th -  Sunday 15th 

October 11am – 5pm each day  - (Sundays 12.30 – 5pm) 

Come and visit, you are sure of a warm welcome. 
 

There are still some places left to join the evening Art 

Group in the Coffee House on Monday evenings 7.30 – 

9.30pm recommencing Sept 11th    Maggie Turton  

 

 

Blisworth football Club 
have been awarded help from 

Tesco, Bags for Help. 
    You can help too. 
Please support the Club by donating the 

blue disc you are given when you shop from Friday 
1st September to 31st October. Please support us, 
every penny is needed for the New Clubhouse 



Jazz at the Walnut Tree   
Late Summer Special, 8-10.30pm Wednesday Sept.13th – 

with Tad Newton’s Jazzfriends. 
 

Sunday Lunchtime Jazz new season starts Oct 1st 12-

2.30pm, first two sessions at the Royal Oak, thereafter back 

to the Walnut Tree. Phone Tad Newton on  858549.  

      Stitchery Do 
Creating with fabric and thread 

 

On Thursday 7th September, No workshop but a visit to  

Peterborough Cathedral exhibition “Threads through 

Revelation” by Jacqui Parkinson. 

Winter Venue: Blisworth Chapel, Chapel Lane 
 

Thursday 5th October, 10am until 2.30pm, Winter 

Sewing Workshops. 
 

Thursday 2nd November, 10am until 2.30pm, Creative 

Xmas Decorations. 
 

Workshops cost  just £4 per day, bring your own lunch. 

New members are always welcome. Please contact Carol on 

858776 or Margaret on 858590. 

Blisworth Barn Dance Bonanza 
The next instalment in our occasional barn dances/ceilidhs. 

This sees the return of the inspirational Gallivants from 

Towcester with their folk-rock take on both traditional and 

contemporary tunes. Leading us through the dances will be 

the exciting young caller from Stockport, Sioned Davies. 

C.R.Y. Ceilidh 
Blisworth Village Hall—Saturday 7th October, 8pm. 

Tickets £8 (group/family concessions available) from Mike 

O'Connor, 858764 or Chris Nikel, 01327 351006. All 

profits will be donated to the Laura Hillier Memorial Fund.  

 

 

 
 

Last time I told you about the Three Peaks Challenge 

undertaken by one of our Leaders who completed the event 

in 22hours 53minutes and 53 seconds this was with a 40-

minute delay owing to a motorway closure.  One of our 

scouts won “Guess the Time” competition with 22hours 53 

minutes and 11 seconds a fantastic almost accurate guess, 

he won £25. The event raised over £2100 which will be 

used to buy tents and equipment for hill walking/camping 

trips. Our thanks go to all those who supported us. 
 

Now the sections are having a break to recharge batteries, 

end of term events involved lots of water I hear but a good 

time was had by all in every section, the scouts finished off 

with a camp in Norfolk, the weather wasn’t particularly 

kind but as all know, scouts are always prepared. 
 

The Leaders do a fantastic job and even though the 

sections are having a break they will be planning their 

programmes for the Autumn term, looking at different 

activities they can introduce to the youngsters as well as 

including old favourites to ensure their programmes are 

fun, adventurous and exciting. Give a thought to how much 

they do for the youngsters that come into our care and at 

the same time think if you could offer some help. Have 

you a skill you could share with the youngsters or perhaps 

offer a couple of hours a month to assist in an activity, 

scouting believes in flexible volunteering. The saying 

many hands makes light work certainly works for us. 
 

Have a great summer. Sandra, Group Contact 858764 

Stoke Road Allotments  

There is a small plot with a free empty hen house to let, just 

off the bridleway on our allotment. If you live nearby and 

like fresh vegetables and fresh eggs this could be for you. 
 

Other plots, sized to suit and with water laid on, are also 

available. Call or text Jane Percival for more information on 

07596 111074. 

Woad Works Have Moved! 
Woad Works Morris are still active in the village but have 

changed their practice venue! Traditional English style 

dancing for all ages, fun to do and good exercise. If you 

play an instrument you'll find it's fun to play as well! No 

experience needed, just come along and join in the fun 

yourself. 

They now meet on Mondays from 8pm to 9pm at the 

Village Hall, apart from the 2nd Monday of the month. 

If you want to check first, call Mike O'Connor on 858764. 

 

 

 
 

Flu Clinics 
Blisworth Surgery 

 Saturday 14th October 8.30am to 12.30pm 
 

Our lovely nurses will be waiting to provide the following 

services for eligible* patients: 

Flu vaccine Injection 

Flu Vaccine Nasal Spray 

Pneumonia vaccine 

Please telephone the surgery on 878000 to book an 

appointment 

*If you are unsure of your eligibility please telephone 

reception or check our website 

www.theparksmedicalpractice.co.uk 

On Friday 20th October 

at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sponsored by BMC 

 

Tickets £6.00 to include a glass of wine, tea, coffee 
and nibbles from: 

 Chris Lea 857659 

Beryl Payler 858476 

Ann North 858579 

http://www.theparksmedicalpractice.co.uk


Blisworth Parish Church 
 

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 

things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 

things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 

things are of good report, if there be any virtue, and if there 

be any praise, think on these things.”    

 Philippians Ch. 4 v8. King James Version. 
 

We have just enjoyed another wonderful Canal Festival 

weekend. We are so grateful to those who pulled out all the 

stops to get the event off the ground despite late hitches. 

We are appreciative of the huge input from Jan and Alan 

Andrews over the years, and pray that health issues improve 

for them. As usual, we served teas with no set charge, but 

donations to the church upkeep were welcome. We also 

provided a gift table, and books. We were blessed by the 

generosity of our visitors who donated a good sum to kick 

off our fund raising for repairs to the roof and gutters. The 

number of cakes that were provided was phenomenal, so 

well done to everyone who provided and served. Not a 

scrap was left by Sunday afternoon! I reckon we served 

over 600 hot drinks and numerous cold drinks.   
 

We moved the morning communion to 9.30, and this 

worked well, allowing us to welcome visitors when the 

Festival opened. Two or three people said that they had 

been attracted to the service by the bells, which rang from 9 

am. Our traditional Songs of Praise at 4 pm was well 

attended with many favourite hymns chosen. We were able 

to sit outside on a fine afternoon, and appreciated the 

playing of Abigail Holding who stood in for us as pianist. 
 

We have been made aware of an attempted theft of roofing 

from St. Mary the Virgin at Stoke Bruerne, one of the 

churches in the Grand Union Benefice. Please report 

suspicious activity around any public building – church, 

chapel, village hall, school etc. 
 

Another of our Benefice churches, Alderton, will be putting 

on their 41st Arts Festival on September 2nd and 3rd. This is 

always well worth a visit. 
 

On Saturday 9th September, St. John’s will be open all day 

to welcome Ride-and-Stride participants – people who are 

sponsored to cycle or walk to visit as many Northampton 

churches as possible. If you would like to have a go, contact 

Andy Newbery on 859627. 
 

The Northamptonshire Art Trail runs from October 7th to 

15th, and during this time a number of artists will be 

displaying their paintings etc. in St. John’s. This has been a 

most popular event for the last two years, and is well worth 

a visit. There is so much local talent! 
 

Our Harvest Festival is on Sunday September 17th at 11 am. 

The service will be followed by a bring and share lunch. 

There will be no 8 am service that day. 

 

Rector                  The Revd. Andrea Watkins          857619 

Curate                  The Revd. Sue Cooper                 764243 

Warden                Fiona McKenzie                           859541 

  Blisworth Bookworms 
Meetings to talk about our summer reads will 

take place September 25th & October 23rd.   

7 Westbrook  1.30 – 3.30 . Come and join us.   

Maggie Turton 

Blisworth Women’s Institute 

The WI has been going for 100 years and 

Blisworth WI for over 90 years. Meetings 

are every second Thursday at 7.30pm in 

the Village Hall. We love new members, so 

why not come along and join us:  

 Make new friends 

 Learn new skills 

 Interesting talks on lots of subjects 

 Cooking demonstrations 

 Flower arranging 

 Crafts 

 Music 

 Trips out 

 Celebrate special days 

We support many areas of village life and the 

community, we offer friendship and a helping hand 

when needed. 
 

If you enjoy socialising and having fun why not 

come and see all that we have to  offer. If you 

have new ideas or skills to pass on to others that 

would be great. 

For more information call Janet on – 879629  
 

Tina Alexandrou 

BVHPFA 250 Club Results 
 

     May  June  July  August 
 £30   105   132   14   189 

 £20   107   128   83   37 

 £20   191   75   224   151 

 £10   20   19   58   201 

 £10   22   46   243   53 
 

My apologies for missing last times results, no excuses, I 

forgot to send them. Thank you for all your support. Estelle 

on 858482. 

Blisworth Community Choir 

(Musical director Helen Thorman) 
 

Our Summer Concert at St. John’s was a great 

success, singing to a packed audience. Special 

praise to Marianne and Jane for their duet ‘Sing a 

Song of Sixpence’, Mazzy, Jane and Sue acting out 

‘Three Little Maids in true ‘Gilbert and Sullivan 

style and John’s amusing rendition of ‘When I was a 

Lad’. 
 

We raised a very impressive £602 on the night. 

when ‘Gift Aid’ is added the total will exceed £750. 

This will go towards the renovation of the floor tiles 

at St. John’s. Thank you all so much. 
 

The choir meet again on the 7th Sept 7.30 pm at St. 

John’s. Subs are £2 weekly and an initial payment 

of £12 to cover the cost of the music. If you would 

like a fun evening do come and join us, you are 

more than welcome. 

Winnie Bateman 
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Next Round & About  copy deadline is: 
Monday 17th October for the November/December Issue. 

 

Please email items you wish to include to:  
New email   blisworthranda@gmail.com  New email 

or send to the Editor: Alan North  
89 Buttmead, Blisworth, Northants 

 

THE PARISH COUNCIL ACCEPTS NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY 
OF THE CONTENTS OF THIS NEWSLETTER. 

 

Blisworth Heritage Society 

 
 

Friday Sept 8 at 7:30pm in the Village Hall 

A History of the Boot and Shoe Industry 
 by Ruth Thomas 

 

Friday Oct 13 at 7:30pm in the Parish Church 

“To the Manor Born” – Northants Manor Houses and 

their Owners 
 by Derek Blunt 

 

The Records in our display cabinet in the Parish Church 

will be available to browse during the afternoons of Thurs 

14 Sept and 19 Oct between 2:30 and 4:30pm.   Come and 

have a look and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and a slice of 

homemade cake. 

See our website http://www.blisworthheritage.org.uk/ 

Blisworth Film Club 
 

Forthcoming films to be shown in the Village Hall are: 
 

 September 28th    'Lion' 

 October 26th      ‘The Viceroy's House’ 
  

Doors open at 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. Admission £5, 

bring your own drinks and cushions. 
 

Margaret Holiday on 858590 or Beryl Payler on 858476. 

       The Circus is coming to Blisworth! On the 

       evening of Friday 22 September at 6pm the  

       school are hosting the circus, Big Top and  

       everything (no animals of course) and    

       everyone is very excited. Tickets are £8 

each, everyone is welcome. Please contact the school for 

further information. 
 

Friday 29th September 2.30 - 4pm Tea and Cakes for 

MacMillan Nurses - again everyone welcome. 
 

Friday 6 October - A traditional Harvest Festival 9am and 

2.30pm - please come and join us. 
 

Tuesday 10th October - The school choir will be singing 

Harvest Songs at The Coffee House. 
 

Save the Date - Remembrance Service 10.45 am on Friday 

10 November 
 

Christmas Bazaar - Friday 1st December. 

 Celia Irwin, Head Teacher — 858414. 

 

 

He said to them, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop 

them! For the Kingdom of God belongs to those who are 

like these children.  Mark 10 v14 New living Translation  

 

Family Service every Sunday at 10.45 am 

Communion every First and Third Sunday 

Children are most welcome 
 

Coffee and tea are served before the service from 10.00am 

and also afterwards in the Coffee House 
 

Forth Coming Events 
Harvest Festival Celebration 

Sunday October 1
st
 at 10:45 

 

Harvest Supper on October 14th at 6:30pm 

Fish and Chip supper followed by a New Great film. 

Tickets available in September at Coffee House and Chapel 
 

Special Open Breakfast on 28th October at 8:30 

In support of Northamptonshire Carers 

Everyone Welcome. Please let the Pastor know if you plan 

to come for catering purposes 
 

Coffee House Open 

Tuesday’s at 10.00am until 12.30pm 

Every 3rd Tuesday is “Carers Support Day” 
 

Men’s Breakfast 

Last Saturday of the Month at 8.30am in the Coffee House 

Next Breakfasts: September 30th, October 28th (see 

above) All men are welcome 
 

  Pastor:           Keith Barker – 01327 352972 

     Secretary:   Diane Atkinson  - 01604 859590 

    Room Bookings: Jacques Haines - 01604 859705 
 

Website www.blisworthbaptistchurch.org.uk 
 Latest information is on the Website 

 

Blisworth  
Football Supporters Club 

Courteenhall Road 
Fully Licensed Bar with Regular Social Events 

 

A Big Thank You to all those who made the Fun Day such a 

success, especially the support from the Village. It was a 

lovely day with good weather and £2,300 was raised for the 

project to rebuild the clubhouse and improve the facilities. 

Matthew Goude 

Blisworth Prescription Collection 2017 
 

Many Thanks to the following volunteers who have kindly 

agreed to continue collecting and delivering repeat 

prescriptions for anyone unable to get to the surgery. 
 

Janet Fall (whole village) 859566 

Denise Ingram (whole village) 858489 

Chris Lea (whole village) 857659 

Fiona McKenzie (whole village) 859541 

Margaret Murphy (whole village) 858303 

Ann Chapman    (Courteenhall Road, Greenaway 

 Close) 858286 

Jane Percival    (Stoke Road, Greenside, Church 

 Lane) 858478 

Mason Masterman   (Pond Bank) 858985 

Janet Steeper (The Park) 879629 

Jenny Wakelin (Blisworth + Gayton) 858288 
 

Please telephone your selected volunteer when you order 

your prescription and don’t forget to give your name, 

address and phone number. If an Answerphone message is 

not confirmed within 24 hours please try another choice. 
 

Any problems?   Please phone Beryl Andrews  858252 

http://www.blisworthheritage.org.uk/


Progress Group Report 
 

The Group would like to thank all the residents and organisations who helped Blisworth win Best Northamptonshire Village 

and the Litter Heroes runner up reward. Suggestion boxes will be placed round the village and at meetings to canvass 

opinions on how to spend the Best Village prize money, so please have your say. 
 

It is hoped that the Village sign will shortly be cleaned and the wording redone to reflect both the 2012 and 2017 Best Village 

Awards. 
 

Some of the Blisworth Litter Campaign leaflets were given out at the Football Club Fun Day and more will be added 

distributed with the next Round and About. It is hoped to have a more co-ordinated and structured scheme for regular litter 

picks and to canvas villagers’ views and ideas on problems and possible solutions. 
 

Ann North - Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

As part of their 'community consultation' the developer, Ashfield Land, were due to hold a number of exhibitions to present 

their latest scheme to the community.  These dates in September have now been cancelled with Ashfield Land blaming the 

Northamptonshire highways model for the delay. Sign up to our Facebook page and SRC will let you now when the dates 

have been rearranged. 
 

Roxhill are also presenting their plans to the community and we recommend that you attend one of their exhibitions to better 

understand the potential implications of this second massive development proposal. The traffic implications for Blisworth are 

at least as bad, if not worse, than the Rail Central proposal. The dates for the Roxhill exhibitions are: October 9th Hilton 

Hotel Collingtree (1.30 to 7.30); 11th October Royal Oak Blisworth (1.30 to 7.30); October 13th Milton Malsor Village 

Hall  (2.00 to 7.30); October 14th Roade Primary School (12.00 to 5.00). SRC will continue to keep you informed of what 

you need to do, and when, to actively oppose these damaging developments. 



 

Blisworth Canal Partnership 

Canal Festival 2017 
The sun shone and many thousands flocked to Blisworth on the 12th and 13th August for the Canal Festival. 

There was something for everyone, from boat trips on the canal; dog shows, live music and ferret racing on 

the field; sheep shearing at Blisworth House; boater’s breakfasts at the Chapel Hall and tea and cakes at the 

Village Hall, to name but a very few. 
 

The organisers would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to all the people who worked so hard to make the festival a 

success. Many people volunteered their time to set things up, steward, sell programmes, staff the Canal Partnership fund 

raising stalls and much, much more besides. Without their fantastic support, it wouldn’t have been possible. As 

Northamptonshire’s Village of the Year 2017, Blisworth should feel proud to be able to host such an event which has won 

praise from many of the organisations represented. 
 

The Festival was always designed to be free and aims to cover its costs rather than fund raise. Nevertheless, this year it made 

a profit of about £8,000 much of which will be donated to good causes, many of them local. In addition, many village 

organisations fund raise on their own behalf, we believe upward of £3,000. Many local and national charities also fund raise 

at the Festival; we do not charge them. About half of them told us what they had raised and that totalled over £5,000! 
 

What about the future? Many readers will already have heard that Jan and Alan Andrews suddenly withdrew from the 

Blisworth Canal Partnership at the beginning of July, due to ill health. They deserve huge credit for building up the festival to 

the major event it has become and the remaining Organisers in Blisworth Canal Partnership extend their thanks and best 

wishes to them both. 
 

We will be arranging a Village Meeting on Wednesday, 11 October at the Village Hall at 7pm, about whether the festival 

should continue and what shape it might take, in the hope that a new organisation will emerge to take the festival forward 

into 2018 and beyond. We would like to invite all interested individuals and organisations to this meeting. To prepare for it, 

we intend to write an open letter setting out the current position and what we see as potential future options. If you would like 

to email the organisers with your thoughts about the future of the festival you can contact them at 

blisworth.canal.festival2017@gmx.com" 
 

Jane Percival, Chris Rogers, Alison Root, Bill Root, Nick Scarcliffe & Heather Whittington.  (Blisworth Canal Partnership)  

 

Festival photographs Jodie Ash 

mailto:blisworth.canal.festival2017@gmx.com

